CHEMISTRY   IN  AMERICA
of liberty and necessity, imperfectly understood by the ancients, and on which Bradwardine first threw a ray of scholastic light, was hardly understood by Hobbes, and Leibnitz, and Zanchius, and Jackson, and Clarke. Priestley was the first man who introduced into notice the immortal Hartley, and reduced the question itself within the comprehension of common understandings. When to his publications on this subject are added his disquisitions on matter and spirit, he ranks, beyond controversy, as the first metaphysician of the present age.
" 'As a politician, he has assiduously and successfully laboured, not merely to prepare the minds of his former countrymen of Great Britain to adopt those gradual and salutary reforms in their own system of government, which the democratic part of it so obviously requires, but to extend and illustrate those general principles of civil liberty which are happily the foundation of the constitution of his adopted country.
" 'His profound attention to the belles lettres, and to the other departments of general literature, has been successfully exemplified among his other writings, by his lectures' on oratory  and  criticism,  and on  general history  and policy.
" 'Of the most important and fashionable study of Pneumatic Chemistry, he may fairly be said to be the father. His discoveries of the various gases, which his writings first announced to the world, exceed not merely in number, but in importance, even those of the illustrious Scheele, of Sweden, and the French Lavoisier.
" 'He has contributed to make the present generation of readers think and investigate beyond any writer of his day. His life is closed. He has lived and died an example of the sublime simplicity of character, which has never been attendant but on the first-rate abilities, uniformly exerted for the benefit of mankind.'
"Since his illness in Philadelphia, in the year 1801, he
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